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Welcome to the Balderton Parish Council October
newsletter, our second issue. We were delighted to receive
such posititve feedback after our first issue in March. Once
again this newsletter will be delivered by councillors to all
homes in the parish to keep our pledge to keep you
informed. 

What does Balderton Parish Council look after?

There is often confusion regarding which councils provide
which services. In a nutshell, we provide/maintain:

Allotments at the end of Glebe Park
Balderton Lake
Balderton Village Centre
Balderton Cemetery off Mount Road
Coronation Street playing field and sports facilities
Dog bins in the parish
St Giles churchyard

We are working with partners to deliver a number of
projects, more of which you will find in this newsletter. 

Once again, we would value your feedback. We are always
looking to improve.
Please contact us using the contact details on this page or
complete the form on our website:
www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 Issue 2, October 2024

In this issue:

Contact us:
Balderton Village Centre, Coronation
Street, Balderton, NG24 3BD

Email:
office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Call: 01636 703626

Office opening times: 10am - noon,
Monday to Friday

Follow our page on Facebook - 
Search Balderton Parish Council

Website:
www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 Swans at Balderton Lake. Photo taken by Dave Stonebridge

https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/newsletter/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/newsletter/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554249547560
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554249547560
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554249547560
http://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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A note from our Chair -
Jane Buxton

Pictured from left to right, Parish Councillors: Karen Callingham, Mandie Elson, Jean Hall, Simon Forde, Joy Sellars,
Vanessa Bracegirdle and Mac Mallard. Macmillan Coffee Morning September 2024

Since our March issue we have been working to maintain
the facilities that we provide and management of our
business. Key achievements include:

Allotments – We have tidied allotment plots and
welcomed 12 new allotment holders. New agreements
being rolled out to all allotment holders.
Introducing a new finance system so we can easily
produce management information for budgeting.
Commissioning a report on the wall around St. Giles
churchyard. Planning permission has been granted
for the repairs required and we are working with an
architectural specialist to take this work forward.
Meeting with and listening to residents’ views through
our councillors being out in the community and our
first ‘meet and greet’ session. 
Maintaining our sites to a high standard.
Our risk assessments have been reviewed to ensure
safe systems of work at our sites.
Raising the profile of our community centre, known as
Balderton Village Centre which has led to increased
bookings. The new scale of charges which brings us
in line with local competitors and offers reduced rates
for Balderton residents, non-profit making
organisations and small businesses has led to
increased regular and party bookings. It is a pleasure
to see the hall beginning to thrive.
We are reviewing all our policies and procedures and
working to bring our organisation in line with best
practice for our sector. Much of this year has been
about setting the foundations for the council.

I am still truly excited at the prospect of what
this Parish Council can achieve together, with
the breadth and depth of knowledge we hold
between us and I sincerely believe we are a
true representation of our Balderton
Community.
The diversity of a parish council is their
strength. We can make a unique contribution
to the needs of local communities with a
sensitivity that may be more difficult for
other councils to achieve. At their heart, they
are genuinely ‘local councils’.
Empowering local people to take
responsibility for their community through
parish councils is a tried, tested and trusted
model of action at the neighbourhood level.
I love where I live and I am proud to call it
home. Home is more than a place to raise a
family, it’s about the 'family' you create
around you and the memories you make in
your neighbourhoods and with friends.
As your Parish Councillors, we will listen to
the issues that are important to you and
work collaboratively to make Balderton a
place to create memories with shared
experiences and adventures to cherish. It is
all about the legacy we leave for future
generations and to make our village a better
place to live.
Where would you like your Parish Council to
direct their efforts in your ‘Balderton Parish’
home? Please let us know your thoughts and
ideas for future projects, we are listening.



Please see our website www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk or noticeboards for agendas.
Agendas will be published approximately 6 days before meetings. 

*Planning meetings are scheduled but if the number of applications is very low, planning
business may be considered at Full Council meetings..
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Our website, www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk, has all our agendas and minutes so
everyone can keep up to date with what the parish council is working on, decisions we have
made and items we are due to consider. The website also has lots of information on the
council’s work and is the best place to find out details of the services we provide. You can
also follow our Facebook page for regular updates on our work. 

We produce and distribute this newsletter twice a year to each household and business in
Balderton to keep you informed of events and activities of the council. Digital versions will
be available on our website. 

Our agendas are published online with detailed background papers. Agendas are posted on
our noticeboard in the porch of Balderton Village Centre.

Residents are always welcome to come into the parish council office in the village centre
with queries. Office opening times: 10am - noon, Monday to Friday.

Our council encourages everyone to come to our meetings which are detailed on this page.
Public participation is limited to the 20 minute forum but everyone is most welcome to stay
for the whole meeting to listen to the debate and decisions made by the council.

Councillors representing our parish for Newark and Sherwood District Council and
Nottinghamshire County Council are always invited to full council meetings so this is a
perfect opportunity for residents to see all local councillors.

Balderton Parish Council Meeting Dates

Everyone welcome

http://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Memorial Testing at Balderton
Cemetery and St. Giles Churchyard
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Opening Times

Our Parish Clerk and Head Groundsman recently
attended a Memorial Management Inspection Course
delivered by the Institute of Cemetery and
Crematorium Management.

As the owner of Balderton Cemetery and the
organisation responsible for maintenance of part of St
Giles Churchyard, Balderton Parish Council is
responsible for managing risks at these sites.

Any memorial purchased and erected on a grave
space is owned by the registered grave owner and it is
that person who is ultimately responsible for its upkeep
and maintenance. Historically there have been a
number of accidents in cemeteries around the UK,
some of which have resulted in fatalities, due to
memorials being unsafe. Whilst the memorials are the
responsibility of the registered grave owner, Balderton
Parish Council has a responsibility for ensuring that its
sites are safe for both staff to work in and for the public
to visit. 

All memorials over 24” in height in the
cemetery/churchyard will be inspected by trained staff
at least once during a rolling 5-year period to assess
their safety. This will be done through both a visual
assessment and a basic hand test to determine if
there is movement in the memorial and to what extent.

Should a memorial be identified as a Category 1 and
fail the inspection, staff will need to take immediate
action to make that memorial temporarily safe or
cordon it off until permanent repairs can be made by
the grave owner. 

For further information, Balderton Parish
Council’s full Memorials Testing Policy is
available at
www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

If you do not have access to the internet,
please contact Balderton Parish Council so
we can arrange a copy for you:

Email:
office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Call: 01636 703626

Office opening times: 10am - noon,
Monday to Friday

Informing Grave Owners
Balderton Parish Council will endeavour to
contact the grave owner where any action
has been taken due to a memorial failing a
safety inspection. Correspondence will only
be sent providing that the grave owner is not
recorded as being in the grave or if it is
apparent that the registered address no
longer exists. For any memorials over 50
years of age no correspondence will be sent
but a notice will be left on the grave space
for a period of not less than 12 months.
Balderton Parish Council will make every
effort to contact grave owners, however if the
grave owner is deceased or the last burial
was over 50 years ago, in our experience it is
unlikely that any response will be received
therefore no correspondence will be sent. 

More Information

https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=ab96f071%2D5f0f%2D4b1e%2D8f74%2D2c03b3254584%2Epdf&o=Memorial%2DTesting%2DPolicy%2Epdf
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Newark Academy's Sam White award
for sporting excellence award goes to

Balderton teenager Fin Charles
In July 2024, Newark Academy student Fin Charles was awarded the Sam White award.
This is a prestigious award that goes to a student in the school who has shown
outstanding commitment and achievement in sport. Sam White was known for his
determination not to give up after being diagnosed with a brain tumour at the age of 12,
for raising awareness of his condition and raising money for research. Sam loved
everything about sport and his attitude was about giving it a go and doing his best.
Sam demonstrated great resilience, tried everything and gave 100% effort in becoming
the best he could be.

This year, Fin Charles won the award due to his excellent achievements in PE. He started
his rugby pathway in PE lessons at Newark Academy. Alongside school performance and
captaincy since year 7, he quickly moved to Newark Rugby Club before being nominated
for the Leicester Tigers’ developing player programme which only 600 players were
selected for. Over the last year this number has thinned out to 160 then 40 and then a
final 35 who were selected to move into the Leicester Tigers Academy.  Fin was one of just
3 state school students to reach this level. Fin will be representing Leicester Tigers against
other Premiership academy clubs with a view to making his first team appearance.

Alongside his club success, his
relentless drive and determination led
him again to being one of 3 to be
successful in selection for Scotland's
rugby pathway. Fin has recently been
invited to the under 18 Scotland
training camp. He constantly
impresses coaches on his route to
international rugby. Fin is a role model
to others around Newark Academy
and in the community. Newark
Academy are incredibly proud of Fin’s
achievement and can't wait to see his
future success. Balderton Parish
Council congratulates Fin on his
amazing achievements and wish him
well in his rugby career.

Active4Today Grants Did you know that Active4Today offer 5  grant aid
schemes to residents of Newark and Sherwood? 

The categories are: Talented Individuals, Coach and Official Development, Kit Sponsorship, 
Club Development/Project, Community Engagement. Visit their website for more details

https://www.active4today.co.uk/activities/communitysport/funding/


xxxxxxx

BOOK YOUR PARTIES AND
WEDDINGS HERE

Balderton Village Centre
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Our community centre which is at the end of
Coronation Street is the perfect venue for
christenings, birthday parties and weddings.  We
have reduced our fees to make the centre
competitive for children's parties, small
businesses and charities. There is also discount
for Balderton residents for party/one off bookings.

Previously bouncy castles were not permitted but
we are glad to remind readers they are now
allowed. The transformation of the hall when
decorated for weddings is amazing. 
Please get in touch with our staff to book: 

Email us at
office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Complete the booking enquiry form on our
website and we will get back to you.

Call 01636 703626
Tackling Litter  
Balderton Parish Council would like to thank everyone for
their help and hard work at the litter pick on Saturday 14th
September. This was supported by parish, district and
county councillors and members of our local community
including 3 children. We litter picked throughout Balderton
collecting 16 bags of rubbish. Thank you to Newark and
Sherwood District Council for collecting these. 

Some of our parish councillors are regularly out around
Balderton litter picking and they joined the family litter
pick organised by Sustrans in March.

If you would like to be notified on when there are
community litter picks, please email your details to
office@baldertoncouncil.gov.uk or submit an online form
on our website www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk so we
can let you know. Likewise if you litter pick in your street or
area, please let us know so we don’t duplicate efforts.
Also, if you are on Facebook look out for our posts about
upcoming events.

See page 10 for details of how you
can get involved.

mailto:office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/booking-enquiry/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/booking-enquiry/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/litter-picking/


Balderton Library
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Opening Times

Come and visit us at Balderton Library. We are housed
in a former Methodist chapel and opened as a library
in 1951. Everyone is welcome here, and our friendly staff
are always available to help with your queries and offer
assistance. There is a wide range of stock to choose
from, including the latest releases and plenty of non-
fiction to keep you busy!
We have weekly Rattle, Rhyme and Roll sessions for
little ones every Thursday afternoon at 2:30pm, running
year-round. On Saturdays we alternate between a
drop-in Lego Club and a colouring club, but colouring
sheets are always available. Our children's library
houses a wide range of books, including an extensive
picture book collection and story books for older
readers.
There is a monthly Book Group who meet to have a
cuppa and discuss their latest read or, if arts and
crafts are more your thing, join us once a month for our
Crafty Natter session. Computers and Wi-Fi are
available for free, with our two PCs being bookable in
advance or by drop-in. There are spaces for studying,
or simply to enjoy reading a book or newspaper in
peace.
Our local history section has photos and maps of the
local area to browse, as well as documents relating to
the Worthington-Simpson site, and a map of Balderton
airfield. There are also copies of the local Parish
minutes available to view, or log onto our computers to
access Ancestry free of charge.

If you can’t make it to the library, head to our website
for eReading, eMagazines and eAudio books to enjoy at
home for FREE:
www.inspireculture.org.uk/eResources

Monday 9am – 5pm
Tuesday  2pm - 5pm
Wednesday Closed
Thursday 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 12:30pm
Saturday 9am - 12:30pm
Sunday Closed

We look forward to seeing you
soon!

Links and contact
information
Keep up to date with events across
Nottinghamshire
www.inspireculture.org.uk/whatson
and Adult Learning
www.inspireculture.org.uk/learning

Get in touch with Ask Inspire if
you have questions or want any
more information on any of our
services or libraries. 
Telephone: 01623 677 200

Email: ask@inspireculture.org.uk

Opening Times

https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/reading-information/childrens-library/rattle-rhyme-and-roll/
https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/whats-on/regular-events-in-libraries/games-in-libraries/
https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/heritage/local-studies/
http://www.inspireculture.org.uk/whatson
http://www.inspireculture.org.uk/learning
mailto:ask@inspireculture.org.uk


Balderton Lake News

xxxxxxx

Since our March newsletter we have commissioned EMEC Ecology to
produce an Ecological Appraisal and Habitat Management Plan for the
Balderton Lake site. Their ecologist has recently surveyed the site, and
we are looking forward to receiving their report soon. New life
buoys/lines and signage have been installed around the lake for
safety and to ensure all visitors know what is permitted at the lake.

In October 2024, we are having 3 poles installed at Heron Way carpark.
These will have 2 lamps and a CCTV camera added shortly after to
help tackle antisocial behaviour in the area. Before submitting an
application to install this, advice was sought from the planning
authority’s ecology/planning officer. Their advice was used when
submitting the application to ensure wildlife and neighbouring
properties were considered. 

Impact on Neighbour Amenity - Both lighting columns will have
lanterns which have 200mm deep rear shield / louvre to mitigate
backwards light pollution onto the surrounding environment and
residential properties.

Impact on Ecology - The lighting design complies with the
recommendations of the institution of lighting professionals (ILPL)
"guidance notes for the reduction of obtrusive light" reference gn01: 2011
for environmental zone - e2. The lighting design has been undertaken
using the ILPL guidance note 08/18 'Bats and artificial lighting in the UK'.

Finally, thank you to Clare, Dave, Keith, and Anthony for their wonderful
photos that we have used in this issue. If you would like to send in
photos for our next newsletter please email us.
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New Community Garden
on the Horizon

Newark and Sherwood  District Council is working with a
number of local partners to create a brand new
community garden located between the Balderton
Medical Centre and the Salvation Army. The aim is to be
ready for next year’s growing season and that it will be
used by many local residents and community groups. We
are looking for volunteers who would like to be involved
creating the garden, tending the garden or supporting the
project. Let’s grow Balderton!
To register your interest please contact
wellbeing@nsdc.gov.uk

Taken by Anthony Herbert

Taken by Keith Asher

Taken by Clare Flewitt

mailto:wellbeing@nsdc.gov.uk
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Let’s keep our open
spaces safe and clean

We love to see dogs being exercised at our sites and
appreciate that the majority of owners pick up their pets’
waste but recently we have received complaints regarding
poo that hasn’t been cleaned up.

One of the local sports teams who uses Coronation Street
Playing Field has expressed concerns to Balderton Parish
Council about this issue and we share their concern.

We have reached out to Newark and Sherwood District
Council to help with this matter and they have committed to
sending enforcement officers to try to help with this problem.

If you do spot someone not picking up after their dog, please
let us have the date and time of the incident, a description of
the dog and the owner and we will check our CCTV and keep
a log of reports so we can let the enforcement officers know.
Up to £1000 fines are issued for not picking up after dogs so
we hope this will deter the people who do not leave the
ground clean for all users of the open spaces. 

Did you know?
The gypsum quarrying that is

approaching Staple Lane (and the
current powerful detonations) is
due to stop in 2025. After which
the quarrying will relocate and

Bantycock Quarry will be restored
and made into a huge park. Right

on our doorstep.

Early in 2025, we will be offering
Community Organising Workshops
including a Neighbourhood Watch
scheme. We are reaching out to the
community for people to get involved.
Please contact us if you would like to
help by either emailing
office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk
or calling 01636 703626.

Remember when

Grove Hotel, Grove Street Rose Tollerton’s Shop, Coronation Street
Street

Grove Hotel, Grove Street Rose Tollerton’s shop, Coronation Street

mailto:office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk


Balderton Methodist Church  - For more details email: baldertonmethodistchurch@gmail.com or
call Sue Watson on 01636 708100

Regular events Time Event

Monday 9.30am -11.15am
Weekly coffee morning and fortnightly (beginning
September 30) Warm Space including lunch

Tuesday 9.15am -11.15am Baldertots playgroup

10am  - 3pm Wesley’s Cafe open for snacks & chats

10am - 3pm BMC Charity Shop open

6.15pm-7.30pm Boys Brigade and Girls' Association

Wednesday 2pm-3pm Bubble Group chatting about topical issues

Thursday 10am - 3pm Wesley’s Cafe open for snacks & chats

10am - 3pm BMC Charity Shop open

10.30am-2pm Walking Group Fortnightly

Saturday 2pm Film/Activity (First Saturday in the month only)

9.30am-12pm
Community  Breakfast (Second Saturday in the
month only)

Sunday 10.30am Worship

Christmas Events Time Event

Saturday 23rd November 10am-1pm Christmas Fair

Sunday 15th December 3pm  Carol Service

Saturday 21st December 10.30am-11.30am Carol singing outside Sainsburys. Proceeds to Beaumond
House

Tuesday 24th December Noon Christmas Eve lunch and carols

Wednesday 25th December 10am   Christmas Day Service

Road and paths

Did you know Newark and Sherwood
District Council has a portal called

MyNS for residents to find out useful
information in Newark and Sherwood
tailored for them. To register go to:

https://selfservice.newark-
sherwooddc.gov.uk/

Sunday 2nd March
10am - 12pm

Meet at Balderton
Village Centre

Coronation Street

 Community 
Litter Pick

Saturday 25th January
10am to 12pm at
Balderton Village

Centre
Coronation Street

Balderton Parish Council sometimes receives
queries and calls about roads and paths.
These are looked after by Via East Midlands
on behalf of Nottinghamshire County
Council. They have a useful app for reporting
any issues, including potholes and flooding. 
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What’s on in the community

Meet your local
Councillors

If you would like to list your event in
our Spring issue, please email:

office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

https://baldertonmethodistchurch.co.uk/
mailto:baldertonmethodistchurch@gmail.com
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/news-and-media/mynottsapp
mailto:office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk


Balderton Parish Council is mindful of the
cost of producing a newsletter so have
chosen to produce 2 newsletters per year.
Advertising income is used to reduce costs
to the council tax payer. The council has a
Facebook page and website which are
regularly updated to keep everyone
informed. For those who do not have
access to the internet, you are welcome to
contact the parish council or come to our
meetings.

WHY we offer advertisingWHY we offer advertising

For full details of advertising policy, please visit
www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk, click on the policy

heading to view our Newsletter advertising policy

Balderton Parish Council produces a
newsletter every 6 months. This is
delivered to every household in the
parish. The main focus is to update
residents on parish council work but
we would love to give local
businesses the opportunity to
advertise too. 

Advertise in ourAdvertise in our
SPRING issueSPRING issue

ChargesCharges
1/4 page  £20
1/2 page  £30
Full page  £50

How to book advertising spaceHow to book advertising space
To advertise in our next issue,

Visit  www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Click on the Newsletter heading and complete

the online form. Alternatively email:
office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

https://www.studio29.co.uk/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/policies/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/advertising-in-our-newsletter/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/advertising-in-our-newsletter/
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https://www.middlebecknewark.com/
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