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Welcome to the Balderton Parish Council newsletter
2025 JANUARY - Named after Janus, the Roman God with two
heads, one head looking to the past year,the other to the future.
During the past year, this is what your Parish Council did for
Balderton residents.

We have updated our procedures to ensure compliance,
managed, monitored, repaired, updated and improved many of
our assets. Coronation Street playing field had new benches, bins
and a youth pod installed. Balderton Lake had new rescue
equipment installed plus signage, benches and fencing. The
allotments had new bays for waste and the a big clear up. New
dog bins, CCTV and lighting for the village centre and work
equipment replaced, or renewed, saving money too where
possible by updating technology.

Safety surveys were carried out on our trees and the walls at the
St Giles churchyard. A close partnership with Nottinghamshire
Police and the district council helped improve CCTV over the
area, with external funding being sourced to help achieve this. 

Looking forward to 2025, your precept (a portion of council tax)
will continue to maintain and upgrade Balderton services. Future
plans include a new and exciting village trail (externally funded),
promoting Balderton’s history, attracting visitors and residents
alike to explore the village. We have a new defibrillator at Heron
Way and more litter picks and meet and greet days are calendar
dates to look out for.

Your council welcomes your input, views and concerns…and you
at council meetings.

 Issue 3, March 2025

In this issue:

Contact us:
Balderton Village Centre, Coronation
Street, Balderton, NG24 3BD

Email:
office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Call: 01636 703626

Office opening times: 10am - noon,
Monday to Friday

Follow our page on Facebook - 
Search Balderton Parish Council

Website:
www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Barn Owl.  Photo taken by David Peck

mailto:office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554249547560
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554249547560
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554249547560
http://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/


ANNUAL 
PARISH MEETING

A meeting for the residents of

Balderton to share ideas, ask

questions and hear what

stakeholders in the parish have

planned/are doing.

Representatives from Lovells (Hawton Road/Flowserve site developers) will

be at the meeting so you can talk to them about their work in our parish. Also

Cllr Forde will be there to talk about the new village trail.

Wednesday 19th March, 2025, 6pm 
Balderton Village Centre, Coronation Street

This meeting is arranged by the Chair of

Balderton Parish Council and it is about

Balderton as a whole rather than only

parish council activity.

We welcome the residents of Balderton

to come to their councillors who work and

volunteer in our beautiful village.

The agenda will be published on the

council’s website, shared on social media

and on our noticeboards. 

Refreshments will be served. 
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I am so looking forward to work commencing
on our Village Trail and learning more about
Balderton’s rich heritage. Just to whet the
appetite…
Balderton is one of the largest villages in
Nottinghamshire, which had a population of 9917 at
the 2021 census and is mentioned in the Domesday
Book of 1086.
The name Balderton may have been derived from
Balder or Baldur – the Norse god of innocence,
beauty, joy, purity, and peace; what an apt
description! The Saxon countess Godiva, the wife of
Earl Leofric, had property in the Manor of Newark
nearby and Balderton still maintains its roots as a
separate village parish today.
Parish councils are the cheapest and least
bureaucratic of local authorities. We receive no
general government grant.  13 of our parish
councillors live in Balderton and therefore have
every incentive to ensure that they give and get
value for money.
Balderton Parish Council are committed to working
tirelessly and listening to all our communities to
ensure we leave a legacy that we can be proud of
and pass on to the next generation.
If you want to know more about all the work your
Parish Council is doing nowadays come to our
meetings or our meet and greet sessions and ask us
face to face. Join the many others who are now
attending our meetings. You can be assured of a
warm welcome.

Council Tax and Performance News
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A note from our Chair -
Jane Buxton

As we come to the end of the Safer Streets 5 project, we
would like to thank everyone who has been involved.

The project started with environmental enhancements at
Balderton Lake and Coronation Street Park, with new
benches, bins, signage, a youth pod (Coronation Street Park)  
and safety equipment (life buoys/ropes).  This was followed
by the installation of lighting and CCTV at Heron Way to deter
antisocial behaviour and wildlife crime. This is having a
positive effect.

The Lakeside  Shopping Centre has also benefitted from
these installations, with a reduction in the number of people
gathering outside doorways and causing issues after dark.

More recently residents have been attending Community
Organising/Neighbourhood Watch workshops at Balderton
Village Centre and young people have been involved with a
graffiti project for the side of the parish council work shed at
Coronation Street. We await the final work on this and look
forward to seeing their creation.

Balderton Parish Council will continue to work closely with
Newark & Sherwood District Council’s antisocial behaviour
team and local beat team (Nottinghamshire Police).

Add a little bit of body text

Our council requests a precept, which is the money we require from council taxpayers in our parish for the services
we deliver. Newark and Sherwood District Council collect this through the council tax along with the amount that
other service providers such as Nottinghamshire County Council require. In the following table we have
summarised how much each household will pay for our services for 2025/26. This is for the full year so will be
divided into the monthly payments you make to N&SDC.

Over the last 18 months we have marketed the village centre to increase our income and reviewed contracts with
some of our suppliers to reduce costs where possible. We have been affected by the financial pressures that
businesses across the UK have faced. A 4.95% increase in the precept has been necessary to maintain facilities
under parish council management in a good state and be effective stewards for future generations of Balderton
Lake, Coronation Street Village Centre, playing fields and park, St Giles Churchyard and Mount Road Cemetery. 

We are pleased to report that our auditor has given the following interim feedback for this year’s audit ‘ The Council
has now put in place many of the required policies, practices and procedures that are expected of a small
authority. It should be pleased and proud with how far it has come in a short space of time and the continued
dedication to improvements is to be commended’. 

Have your Say
On the last page of our newsletter there is a survey for
you to feedback to us on priorities. There are QR codes so
you can easily find electronic versions on our website or
you can complete the questions and post your response
to us.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baldur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norse_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Godiva


Our website, www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk, has all our agendas and minutes so
everyone can keep up to date with what the parish council is working on, decisions we have
made and items we are due to consider. The website also has lots of information on the
council’s work and is the best place to find out details of the services we provide. You can
also follow our Facebook page for regular updates on our work. 

Our agendas are published online with detailed background papers. Agendas are posted on
our noticeboard in the porch of Balderton Village Centre.

Planning meetings are scheduled at 7pm on the third Monday of each month but if the
number of applications is very low, planning business may be considered at Full Council
meetings.

Residents are always welcome to come into the parish council office in the village centre
with queries. Office opening times: 10am - noon, Monday to Friday.

Our council encourages everyone to come to our meetings which are detailed on this page.
Public participation is limited to the 20 minute forum but everyone is most welcome to
stay for the whole meeting to listen to the debate and decisions made by the council.

Councillors representing our parish for Newark and Sherwood District Council and
Nottinghamshire County Council are always invited to full council meetings so this is a
perfect opportunity for residents to see all local councillors.

Please see our website www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk or noticeboards for
agendas. Agendas will be published approximately 6 days before meetings. We

produce and distribute this newsletter twice a year to each household and
business in Balderton to keep you informed of events and activities of the council.

Digital versions will be available on our website. 

 Page 4

Balderton Parish Council
Meeting Dates

Everyone welcome

* Annual Parish Council meeting to be held prior to the May Full Council meeting at 6pm. 

http://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554249547560
http://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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New! Balderton Village Trail

Use the camera on your phone to
scan this QR code to find lots of
interesting facts regarding our

village

The boards are richly illustrated with old maps and photos that date back to the early twentieth
century. Each information board takes a different topic, including medieval agriculture and social
systems; care for the poor; insights into daily life centuries ago; struggles between villagers in
Balderton with their counterparts in Claypole and Long Bennington; buildings that are now lost,
including a pinfold, malthouses, and a pub; two bypasses of the Great North Road (the 1725 London
Road turnpike and the 1960s A1 Newark bypass); and the village’s industrial past (Worthington-
Simpson pump factory).

The Village Trail is a circular two-mile walk around the historic village and conservation area in
Balderton. It has stopping points every few hundred yards, providing benches and information
boards. The Trail links many of the footpaths and public rights of way in Balderton. 

The project received £50,000 in 2024/25 from the UK government through the Shared Prosperity
Fund, via a competitive grant application process managed by Newark and Sherwood District
Council. The application was made by Cllr. Simon Forde on behalf of Balderton Parish Council, in
partnership with Newark Sustrans Rangers, a voluntary group that, among other work, maintains
the cycle path along the old railway line.

The application fell under the Communities and Place funding category, to support active travel
and tourism. To justify this, several points mark the Commonwealth war graves in St. Giles
churchyard; RAF Balderton’s role during the Second World War in, among other actions, Operation
Market Garden to liberate the Netherlands (i.e., the Battle of Arnhem, or “The Bridge Too Far”);
and Sir Frank Whittle’s team based in the Old Hall from 1943 to 1944 to develop jet engines; and
the role of John Hunt in converting Fiji to Christianity.

The funding bid also emphasised benefits to residents: benches to assist the less mobile; a route
that would encourage exercise; and information boards and a sculpture that present the long
history of the village—back to Lady Godiva and the Domesday Book.
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Looking after our trees

A cross section of a tree felled at
Balderton Lake in January

Our grounds staff have been doing tree work on our
sites during the winter months. On larger trees we
use a specialist contractor. The work is required to
keep the sites safe and manage the trees.  A
significant amount of work has been done around
Balderton Lake. The photo shown is a tree that had
been identified in a tree survey as requiring
removal. We have increased the regularity of tree
surveys to ensure our sites are safe for everyone
who visits.

Thinning and coppicing are recognised methods in
woodland management. Occasionally trees will be
removed due to safety concerns.

Further details on woodland management can be found at
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk   Concerns have been raised by some residents
regarding this.  The Woodland Trust advise:
“Thinning is the removal of some trees or parts of trees within woodland. As the
trees reach 10-15 years old, they begin to compete for space, light and nutrients
and growth starts to slow. Thinning makes sure that the best trees grow at the
fastest rate, allowing a more diverse woodland structure and helping to
futureproof the landscape.”

Balderton Parish Council also orders free trees from the Woodland Trust to
replenish trees that have to be felled. Last year we ordered 840 of these free
saplings. Our grounds team bring these on before we plant them at our sites. We
are also planning to plant hedges on some of our boundaries and fences at the
lake to provide more habitat for wildlife and provide natural borders. Our Tree
Management Policy is available on our website on the policies page.

Safety signage is always in place when our staff are doing this work. Please do not
approach them whilst this work is in progress as they will be using dangerous
machinery. If you have any queries, please contact the Parish Clerk:

Email: office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Visit: Our office at the end of Coronation Street is open from 10am to noon,
Monday to Friday

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/policies/
mailto:office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk


xxxxxxx

BOOK YOUR PARTIES AND WEDDINGS HERE
Balderton Village Centre
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Our community centre which is at the end of
Coronation Street is the perfect venue for
christenings, birthday parties and weddings.  We
have reduced our fees to make the centre
competitive for children's parties, small
businesses and charities. There is also discount
for Balderton residents for party/one off
bookings.

Our hall has ample space for 2 bouncy castles so
your little ones can have a wail of a time! The
transformation of the hall when decorated for
weddings is amazing. 

Please get in touch with our staff to book: 
Email  office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Complete the booking enquiry form on our
website and we will get back to you.

Call 01636 703626

DISCOUNT FOR BALDERTON RESIDENTS

Start them Young 
By Councillor Joy Sellars

I have been told that one of his best Christmas
presents was a sign saying Jack’s Allotment.

It is so encouraging to hear about Jack’s
enthusiasm and look forward to visiting Jack’s
plot to see his progress and later the produce he
has grown.

Jack with his new sign

As Chair of the Allotment Sub Committee, I am
delighted to introduce  8 year old Jack,  grandson
of Cathy and Philip Burgum who have one of our
allotments. Jack showed an interest in growing
and asked his mum if he could have an allotment,
so Cathy and Philip decided to turn over a small
plot on their allotment. Jack has already drawn a
plan of his plot and seeds are already germinating
at home ready for planting out.

Jack’s plan

mailto:office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/booking-enquiry/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/booking-enquiry/


Opening Times

The Newark Dementia Carers Group was founded by Ken Daubney and two fund raisers Carol
Lee and Janet Hopkins in 2014. I put a dance on at Lincoln Road Community Centre and
decided the proceeds be used to help local people caring for their loved ones. A meeting was
held in the Summer House at Millbank Care Home (by kind permission from the manageress)
and a committee formed. The president was Brian Richardson (previously the Mayor). His wife
Penny took the position later. Christine Davison took the secretarial post and is still holding
that position doing a fantastic job as we started with roughly 20 members and this has grown
to about 60. 

Memorial checks update
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Dementia Carers’ Group

 I have been in the Chair so to speak over that period. The
group achieved charity status in 2016. We have had some
different venues over that time but since Covid we have
found a home (by kind permission of Balderton Parish
Council) in the Village Centre. Due to this we can provide
activities and support for people living with Dementia and
support for the carers. We are unique as a group in Newark
and Balderton and surrounding villages with the diverse
activities we provide for people with this illness as there is
very little available for Dementia sufferers locally or
anywhere for that matter. All are welcome to come to the
group who are involved with Dementia. The group thank
Balderton Parish Council and staff for providing us with a
safe place to help these people get some enjoyment while
they are able to.

Ken Daubney (Chairman)

As reported in our last issue, safety checks have now been
done on all memorials at Mount Road Cemetery and St Giles
Churchyard. 

We have a duty to check memorials every 5 years to ensure
the sites are safe for visitors to them. 

54 memorials were found to be in need of repair at the
cemetery. The majority of these were staked with a notice
although a handful needed to be laid down. At the
churchyard 46 headstones needed to be laid down due to
their condition and size.

The owners are responsible for their upkeep. Notices have
been left on them (see image). If you own one at either of
these sites, please get in touch if you see a notice on your
relative’s memorial and we can advise you how to proceed.



 Where to find a warm welcome
and a hot drink across Balderton 

Here are some of the places that offer a cuppa, conversation and a warm welcome to
everyone. No need to book on any of these - just drop in.
 
Balderton Warm Welcome Space (Methodist Balderton Church)
Where: Methodist Church Balderton Hall, Main Street, Balderton, NG24 3LQ 
When: Mondays 9.30am until  11am
Cost: Free, although donations accepted 
For more information, email: baldertonmethodistchurch@gmail.com Tel: 01636 706 264 

William Ghent Community Centre Coffee Morning 
Where: William Ghent Community Centre, Balderton, NG24 3EB
When: Tuesdays, 9am - 11am 
Cost: Free 

Bubble Group chat and drink 
Where: St Giles Community Hall, Main Street, Balderton 
When: Thursdays 2pm until 4pm 
Cost: Free 

A Crafty Cuppa 
Where: St Giles Community Hall, Main Street, Balderton 
When: Second Tuesday of the month 2pm until 4pm  
Cost: Free 
Website: https://bbc-churches.org.uk/a-crafty-cuppa/

Sunday 6th July
10am - 12pm

Meet at Balderton
Village Centre

Coronation Street

 Community 
Litter Pick

Saturday 20th
September

10am to 12pm at
Balderton Village

Centre
Coronation Street
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Meet your local
Councillors

If you would like to list your event in
our Autumn issue, please email:

office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

May 8th is the 80th Anniversary of VE
Day which marked the end of the war
in Europe and WWII as a whole on 8th
May 1945. Pageant Master Bruno
Peek encourages the eating of fish
and chips throughout the day,  to use
this occasion to pay tribute to the
brave fishermen who fished the seas
and the farmers and land girls who
toiled in the fields.

We will be flying a flag at Balderton
Village Centre and encourage
everyone to do the same.

https://bbc-churches.org.uk/a-crafty-cuppa/
mailto:office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk


Balderton Parish Council is mindful of the
cost of producing a newsletter so have
chosen to produce 2 newsletters per year.
Advertising income is used to reduce costs
to the council tax payer. The council has a
Facebook page and website which are
regularly updated to keep everyone
informed. For those who do not have
access to the internet, you are welcome to
contact the parish council or come to our
meetings.

WHY we offer advertisingWHY we offer advertising

For full details of advertising policy, please visit
www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk, click on the policy

heading to view our Newsletter advertising policy

Balderton Parish Council produces a
newsletter every 6 months. This is
delivered to every household in the
parish. The main focus is to update
residents on parish council work but
we would love to give local
businesses the opportunity to
advertise too. 

Advertise in ourAdvertise in our
AUTUMN issueAUTUMN issue

ChargesCharges
1/4 page  £20
1/2 page  £30
Full page  £50

How to book advertising spaceHow to book advertising space
To advertise in our next issue,

Visit  www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Click on the Newsletter heading and complete

the online form. Alternatively email:
office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

https://www.studio29.co.uk/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/policies/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/advertising-in-our-newsletter/
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/advertising-in-our-newsletter/


 Page 11



Grove Hotel, Grove Street Rose Tollerton’s Shop, Coronation Street
Street
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Nottinghamshire Community Safety
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Boundary Builders
 

Your local builders serving the
community for nearly 40 years

 

Large or small
 👷🏼‍♂️ Needing help ? 👷🏼‍♂️
 🪜 Make the call 🛠️

07971 002339 Ask for 
01636 613036 Dean

 

Email
boundary.builders@gmail.com
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Local Bus Service information
The timetables for Balderton bus services in our last newsletter (October 2024) remain essentially the
same. However, there are two changes:

The cap on bus fares is now £3. This is a maximum, not a flat fare. So, a journey from Main Street into
Newark town centre, say, is just £2.50.

1.

The number 90 along London Road to Newark and Nottingham now has an extensive Sunday service.
It leaves Staple Lane at 0738, 0911, 1111, 1311, 1511, 1651 and 1923. The Grove is 2 minutes later.

2.

On the return, it leaves Nottingham Broadmarsh bus station (bay 1) at 0855, 1045, 1245, 1445, 1645 and
1815. And from Lombard Street bus station (bay A) at 0725, 0950, 1150, 1350, 1550, 1750 and 1910.
Most of these Sunday services are route 90A and go to Farndon and Bingham and then via Cropwell
Bishop to Gamston Lock and Trent Bridge.

Flooding  - Useful websites and contact details for advice 
For Balderton residents who are at risk of flooding, we have Aquasacs available for collection
from Balderton Village Centre. For enquiries, please see our contact details on page 1 of this

newsletter.

Severn Trent Water: www.stwater.co.uk- see report a problem button. 
Emergencies (24hrs) 0800 783 4444

N&SDC www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk  Email: customerservices@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk
Nottinghamshire County Council: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk

https://www.stwater.co.uk/
https://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/
mailto:customerservices@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/flooding-help-and-advice?_ga=2.230254044.134349728.1739278633-175575070.1704282744&_gl=1*dv5zet*_gcl_au*MTgzMzY0NTYyNi4xNzM5Mjc4NjMz*_ga*MTc1NTc1MDcwLjE3MDQyODI3NDQ.*_ga_QHE3HKNBEC*MTczOTM1MjAzNC42NC4xLjE3MzkzNTIwNjguMjYuMC4w
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Nottsbus On Demand is fully accessible, with low
floors and ramp access for wheelchair users,
pushchairs and people with mobility difficulties.
If you are unable to book using the app, you can
call us on 0115 804 0404. (Please note this phone
line is only available between 8:30am and 5pm
Monday to Thursday and 8:30am to 4:30pm
Friday, excluding bank holidays).

Use this QR code
with your camera on

your phone tp
download the app.

Walk & Talk
We’re planning to meet MOST

WEDNESDAYS in good weather at 10am
outside St Giles Church

If you’d like to get involved, do just turn up. Please feel
free to ring 01636 700445 for confirmation that we are

walking.
Refreshments will be  served at the end.

For more information email greenlynn93@gmail@com
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It is coming up to 2 years since the current council was elected.
We have done much work to improve our services and modernise
our processes. Through collaborative working with partners in our
area we have brought over £190,000 of external funding to our
parish through the Safer Streets and the Village Trail projects.  As
we look to the upcoming years we would like to hear your
priorities for our area. Use the space below to tell us your top 5
priorities or feedback on our services. Alternatively, use the QR
code to the right to submit your answer directly on our website.

HAVE YOUR SAY
NEW CLOCK - YES OR NO?
Those residents who have lived in Balderton for many
years will remember the clock at Lakeside Shopping
Centre. This was removed years ago as it was in
disrepair and could not be fixed. We investigated
having this replaced and  from our initial findings, the
cost to replace the clock would be £3000 plus
installation costs. We would like your opinion on
whether to replace the clock on not.  Please indicate
below if you think it should be replaced or not.
Alternatively, use the QR code  to the right to submit
your answer directly on our website.

YES NO
STREET NAME

POSTCODE

YOUR TOP PRIORITIES 

PRIORITY

1.......................................
2.......................................
3.......................................
4.......................................
5.......................................

STREET NAME

POSTCODE

 NAME

Post your feedback to: Balderton Parish
Council, Balderton Village Centre
Coronation Street, Balderton NG24 3BD 
or email
office@baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk


