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Balderton Parish Council Amenities Committee  

 Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 08 April 2026 at 7pm  
  

Attendees: Balderton Parish Councillors: Vanessa Bracegirdle, Jane Buxton, Karen 

Callingham, Mandie Elson (Chair), Roy Fairbairn, Jean Hall, Debbie Moore, Dean Scott and Joy 

Sellars 

  

Staff: James Brown (Head Groundsman), Sharon Pyke (Locum Parish Clerk).  

 

Public: 8 plus NSDC Councillor Forde (9) 

  

Meeting agenda pack with reports can be found on our website: 
https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

61 Welcome  

The Chairman welcomed those present and reminded those present that the meeting would 

be recorded in support of minute taking  

  

62 Apologies  

Apologies received from Councillor Bright 

Councillor Moore had advised that she may be late as because of work commitments   

 

63 Interests  

Councillor Hall declared a general interest as they also serve as a District Councillor  

   

64 Public Open Forum (20 minutes)   

A representation was made by a board member of Newark & Sherwood United FC in support 

of their request to play their 1st team and U23 home games at Coronation Street Playing Field. 

The club has been in existence for more than 100 years and has played out of the town in 

more recent years because of the level it has played it. The club wishes to reconnect with the 

community and has dropped down to step 7 which enables play on more local pitches.  

 

NSDC Councillor Forde spoke briefly about the potential for a green flag designation at the 

lake but it would require a Friends Group or the like. He raised the prospect of the Grounds 

Team being concerned about their job security following County Councillor Lee’s recent 

newsletter. The locum Clerk commented that it was election material.  

 

 

  

  

https://www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/balderton-parish-council-20520/amenities-committee/
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65 Minutes  

a) It was AGREED that the minutes of 11 February 2026 meeting were an accurate record 

with the Chairman signing the minutes as confirmation 

 

b) The draft minutes from the Allotment Sub-Committee meeting held on 19 March 2026 were 

NOTED. A recommendation relating to the Terms of Reference would be considered by Full 

Council at its May meeting 

  

66 Village Centre & Coronation Street Playing Fields   

a) The updating of the ad-hoc hirer’s terms and conditions regarding the forfeiture of the bond 

was discussed. A concern was raised that uninvited people could create the circumstance 

where the Police had to be called, therefore, the hirer should not forfeit their bond. The 

locum Clerk said the report had been written against the backdrop that the Council strived 

to be a good neighbour. It was AGREED to adopt the additional term with an amendment to 

reflect such a circumstance. The term would instead read: 

 

“In the event that Council staff or its authorised contractors determine that it is necessary to 

call the Police in relation to any incident connected with a booking at the Village Centre, 

including within the building, car park, or surrounding grounds, the hirer’s bond may be 

forfeited. This will apply regardless of whether damage has occurred and irrespective of 

whether the Police attend. The full bond will be forfeited and assigned to the Parish 

Council’s local grants budget, less any costs incurred by the Council in repairing damage, 

undertaking cleaning, or addressing other associated issues.” 

 

b) The Head Groundsman provided the history of why NSDC arrange the annual inspect 

which the Council pays for. The report does not flag any red risks, and other risks will be 

managed in accordance with the Council’s project to upgrade the play park. The play 

equipment is also subject to a weekly visual inspection by the Grounds Team with repairs 

and replacement parts to maintain the play equipment in safe order.  

 

c) The merits of the request from Newark & Sherwood United FC were discussed with the 

Head Groundsman covering off capacity, pitch maintenance and that pitch choice was a 

gentlemen’s agreement, if different teams were playing home matches and not down to the 

Grounds Team to allocate pitches. It was AGREED that there was capacity for the 1st Team 

to play its home matches on Saturday afternoons but currently there was no capacity for the 

U23 on Saturday mornings.  

 

d) A representative from the Cricket Club outlined its history and cricketing investment at the 

Playing Field. An AI introductory mock-up for a potential seating, awning and decking area. 

The idea behind it being to counter that there is no pavilion/club house close to the playing 

area, to attract and retain players and the improve the cricketing environment. Several 

questions were voiced. It was AGREED that there was “in principle support” but the details 

of the initiative had to be worked through. A list of questions would be prepared and then a 

working party meeting between representatives from the Council and the Cricket Club 

would be arranged.  
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67 Correspondence 

a) An initial enquiry as to the possibility of using the Lake as a destination for Walx 

sessions - https://walx.co.uk/discovery-sessions/ was discussed. More information is 

needed as whilst taking up exercise is to be encouraged; this appears to be a 

commercial venture which would need to square with the ethos of the lake as a tranquil, 

local amenity. The locum Clerk said she would find out more details and bring this topic 

back to the committee.  

 

 

The meeting closed at: 7:50pm  

Name:__________________________________ 

 

Signature:_______________________________ 

 

Date:___________________________________ 

https://walx.co.uk/discovery-sessions/

