Lake Summer (Aquatic) Weed Removal

Background

The weed seen in April through to June has been present before but the July through to September
blooms are from the newest incumbent. This summer (aquatic) weed is not harmful; it is a native,
non-invasive species. It is understood that the weed was prolific in its first year because the lake is
in a healthy condition. It is not guaranteed the weed will return this summer because natural
circumstances/conditions vary from year to year.

The Grove Angling Club has a licence to fish the lake for which their members pay a fee to the
Council. The Angling Club would like the weed to be removed but it has not been able to apply for
grant funding so far.

The Environmental Agency has confirmed that dye cannot be used to eradicate the weed because
there is an outlet from the lake. The Council invited a specialised contractor to attend the site, and
they offered their approach on how to remove the weed from the lake should it reappear. The first

removal could be cut and placed at specific spots around the lakeside which may be in the region

of 70-100 tonnes. The weed is compostable, reduces fast and it could be taken and used by local

growing groups. The Grounds Staff have already prepared the specific spots required with further

work needed to logistically plan for the scale any such weed removal.

At last month’s Full Council meeting, Council confirmed its ongoing commitment to the lake as an
important asset which contributes to Balderton’s sense of place. It agreed to cover the cost of the
removal of any summer weed this year in the absence of grant funding via the Angling Club.
Should the weed return in subsequent years, the Angling Club is expected to be in a stronger
position to secure grant funding.

Recommendation

The Council’s Financial Regulations encourage obtaining competitive quotations so that value for
money is obtained. It also recognises the distinctive nature of specialist services as well as the
Council not being obliged to accept the lowest or any tender, quote or estimate. This contractor is
used by the Environment Agency in the area.

Therefore, given the specialist nature of the work and that there is sufficient provision in the
budget, Council is asked to approve a quote from the contractor of £7,430 + VAT



